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   It was a first class star party last night to kick off the brand new Tribeca Film Festival in lower Manhattan. Kevin Spacey says, “You watch a lot of movies all week long and eat a lot of Red Vines and a lot of popcorn.”

   Robert De Niro says, “We thought of it for years and finally felt that this was the best time to do it.”


   Robert De Niro is the man behind this new tradition. He lives and works in Tribeca and hopes this annual event will revitalize downtown business and morale from the devastation September 11th. Regis Philbin and Billy Crystal joined the effort. Crystal says, “This event will help people come down here walk around and see parts of town that they really didn't know existed.”


   Kevin Bacon, Kyra Sedgwick, Marcia Gay Harden, and Hilary Swank were on hand too. Hilary says, “Being a part of it for the first time is wonderful.”


   Bacon adds, “I think that it just completely makes sense that we would finally come together and have a film festival.”

   Along with big celebrities the event expects some big films too. There are preview screenings of the new Star Wars movie Attack of the Clones as well as Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood and the Hugh Grant flick About A Boy.


   De Niro says, “I'm hopeful and positive that it will be a very good and long lasting part of New York.”


   From big blockbusters to independent films and ending with a Hollywood star-power awards ceremony, the Tribeca Film Festival is on a roll.
